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Hey, friend. In today's episode, I answer my sweet friend Erica's question. Erica asked me to speak to 

that mom who is considering homeschooling for the first time. Or maybe has been homeschooling for 

a while, that she's just feeling so insecure about the fact that she's not a professional teacher.  

 

Well, let me tell you, you know, I have an opinion on this. I'm gonna talk to you all about co-learning 

and how you can provide your child a superior education, quite frankly, just by being invested. And 

you'll have to forgive the quality of this recording. I was in the parking lot with my son hanging out in 

the minivan, but I was so inspired, I wanted to get this to you.  

 

Hi and welcome to A Heart For All Students podcast.   I'm your host Lindsay Livingston.  Each week, 

we're going to discover how to parent and educate our uniquely designed outside-the-box, kids to thrive 

as the people God has designed them to be.  

 

If you are a mom raising a child who simply doesn't fit into the box of the world's expectations, this is a 

place for you. Whether your child has ADHD, ASD, SPD, GAD, or no acronym at all, your child has 

been intentionally designed with gifts, passions and purpose by the God who loves them deeply. It's my 

honor to work alongside you by providing actionable strategies, tips, encouragement and support as 

you homeschool and raise your uniquely designed child to thrive.  

 

And so Erica asked about co-learning. I have mentioned it specifically when it comes to algebra. I am 

intentionally doing algebra with my daughter for a number of reasons. One, she wants me to. Number 

two, it's super important for me to know what she's doing.  And quite frankly, I find it fascinating. The 

problem we run into if we're not learning alongside our kids and obviously we're not gonna be able to 

do this all the time.  

 



 
 
 

 

But with my daughter and I were just talking about it and I was like, OK, so let's you know, I'm gonna 

talk to these ladies about the fact that I sit with you and we do algebra together. So I am learning 

alongside her. Were doing the lessons together when we do the lessons together, particularly when 

it's something like algebra or something that's a little more complex.  And you have your puzzling 

through information to try to gather the right answer cause there are right answers and certain things 

by working together in teasing through problems. I know where I'm struggling, which then lends itself 

to me teasing through what might be a barrier for her.  

 

Erica, you mentioned attitude, math attitude or something like that. I'm not really quite sure what you 

are referring to there. But when I say co-learning, I'm just thinking about this as like a lifestyle. I'm just 

talking about learning alongside your children, and this is a huge thing for moms that are new to the 

whole idea of homeschooling.  

 

It's about the idea that you do not have to know everything. You do not have to have a background in 

education. You have to only know this. That you want to learn something and all of us can walk 

alongside our kids, open a book and learn something with our kids. And there's something about 

learning alongside her kids, reading books, sharing story, sharing algebra, sharing frustrations.  

 

When we don't understand something, there's something about that that connects us. You don't have 

to know everything in order to homeschool your child, you are learning alongside your children, and 

that is how we learn. That's how we teach. You don't have to know everything.  

 

Any mother can pull open a math book, a reading book. You're gonna learn with your kids and your 

kids are gonna benefit from being able to ask you questions. And also, when you're learning 

alongside your kids, then you know what they know. Then you're able in life to like pick out little 

nuggets of information that, you know has to do with what they were just learning because you guys 

were just talking about it at home. Then you just naturally have conversations in the car.  

 

But oh my goodness, we just learned about this. Here's a perfect example of why learning with your 

children is everything, because learning happens all the time. So I was just in the car with my girl. We 

just went through a drive through, just went to go pick up a prescription. And as we were talking and 

she said this to me, she said, “Mommy, I feel like I haven't done anything today because I haven't 

done my math, Okay?” And I said, “Okay, let's reframe that. What have you done today?” And she 

said, “Oh, I did my IEW”.  Which is Institute for Excellence and Writing.  



 
 
 

 

So this is her writing curriculum, and I said, “OK, tell me about what you did in writing today.”  And 

basically she wrote her whole first rough draft of her paper. Then I asked her, “Hey, what are you 

writing about?”  And I love this curriculum because she said to me, “Oh, we're learning about Russia, 

the Iron Curtain and like the Cold War and it's kind of all jumbled up Mom, right now.” I said, “Well, 

why don't you just tell me about it?”  

 

So she's teaching me. So she tells me all about Russia, Germany. She starts talking to me about the 

Cold War and Stalin and all these different things that she's throwing out there. And I was like, “Oh, 

my goodness, Oh, my goodness.”  Well think about it. On December 7th, 1941 the Japanese bombed 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, causing the U. S. to join the Allies in World War Two. The reason I said that is 

because that's a history sentence that we had learned and done years and years ago. But if I wasn't 

learning alongside with her, I would not have been able to help her connect the dots between the 

World War and the paper that she's working on now.   

 

And then we ended up in this whole dialog in the car, all about World War, FDR, Churchill, Stalin, 

Hitler, all this stuff. If it wasn't for the fact that we had been working alongside each other all this time, 

I may not have been able to, like, connect the dots and bring learning in as a lifestyle. So co-learning 

is also lifestyle learning. So we just sat in the car while we were in the drive through and we pulled up 

a video about the Iron Curtain and just watch this video. And the whole time we're pausing it, having 

conversation and learning more and more and more so co-learning there's no right or wrong. It's just 

the theory. And it's like the principle behind real, homeschooling and real learning. Learning is always 

happening.  

 

Hey friend, guess what?  You just finished:an entire episode.  Give yourself a pat on the back. In this 

season of parenting, where we are barely surviving, every accomplishment is a victory.  So take it.  And 

while you're at it, if you found this episode to be helpful, please consider leaving a review on iTunes or 

wherever you listen to your podcast episode and don't forget to subscribe, so you never miss a thing...  

 

And if you're looking for more practical tools and encouragement as you homeschool and parent your 

outside-the-box child to thrive, go to www.aheartforallstudents.com. There are tons of resources, 

freebies and lots of extra support over there. Don't miss anything.   I don't do this thing alone. Friends 

were in it together and together we can change the narrative for our neurodiverse outside-the-box kids.  
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